American Mediation

December, When later the Ambassador, at the much discussed
Adlon dinner, declared that the relations between the United
States and Germany had never been so good as at that moment
since the beginning of the war, this speech was the keynote of
his instructions. If on the other hand Herr HelflEerich said that
the exuberance of the Ambassador astonished him, this is ex-
plained by the fact that Berlin never believed in Mr. Wilson's
intention to bring about peace. Why such incredulity should
persist notwithstanding that Colonel House had twice travelled to
Berlin for this very purpose, and that the President's peace policy
had been the burden of all my reports, I shall never be able to
understand, while, on the other hand, I can quite understand
that Mr. Wilson's passivity with regard to the English breaches
of international law had engendered strong distrust of him in
Germany.
For the rest, Mr. Gerard seemed to be imperfectly informed
about the situation in Berlin. He was certainly right in his
prediction of the unrestricted submarine campaign, but in this
case the wish was father to the thought. It accorded with Mr.
Gerard's anti-German feeling, to which he gave expression later
in his gossipy literature and film production, that he should
welcome the submarine campaign, and with it the rupture with
the United States, as well as our defeat. But after all, the Am-
bassador proved at the Adlon dinner that he could " sing another
tune."
When Mr. Gerard lunched with me in Washington, I had
just learned by cable from Berlin that Herr von Jagow had
resigned and had been replaced by Herr Zimmennann, On
hearing this news, the Ambassador said that now there would be
no rupture between Germany and the United States, for Herr
Zimmermann was his personal friend and was opposed to war,
while Herr von Jagow, as an aristocrat, did not love the Ameri-
cans, and looked down on bourgeois Gerard, A grosser mis-
reading of the actual situation in Berlin can scarcely be con-
ceived, as the unrestricted submarine campaign was only made
possible by the resignation of Herr von Jagow, who was the
chief opponent in Berlin of the submarine campaign, and the
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